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TF{ffitrStr{lFjG mAY

f cannot overstate the enormity of our responsibility. Although

boasting a projection signet-the ability to conjure images from

memory-qualifies us to hold this vital position in the quadrant, only

those with a true passion to study the Empyrean while protecting the

riders who serve it should accept the assignment.

It is with that in mind that I offer the following advice:

Always remember that the relationship between rider and dragon

is symbiotic. Without dragons, humankind has no access to magic with

which to weave the wards that protect Navarre. Without riders, the

dragons have no wards to safeguard their hatching grounds. While

this arrangement benefits both species, never forget that dragons find

humans rather...expendable.

Trust other professors to excel in their areas ofexpertise as you

would like to be trusted in yours. Do not meddle in the affairs of
Battle Brief, history, physics, or other academics. If you seek the

counsel of another professor regarding a first-year, I recommend

making the acquaintance of the combat master. Between the

physical sparring ofchallenges and the deadly obstacle course of
the Gauntlet prior to Presentation, they are the only other professor

who truly understands the weight of sending first-years to their

possible deaths.

It is your duty within the first two months of classes to project an

accurate depiction of every dragon willing to bond that year so the

cadets can study before Threshing. You will have two reference points

for this knowledge duringyour apprenticeship year under the retiring

professor. The first is The Compendium of Dragonkind-our only visual

reference guide to the active dragons of the Empyrean-which you

will be responsible for up

found that no artist ha. f
of a dragon, which mai;.:,

The second reference p.

may have had the privi:e :

with their previous ride :

in doubt, it is prudenc r:
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TI{RESHING DAY

instincts regarding retreating from dragons who aren't theirs to

increase their lifespan.

Stress the importance of cadets entering the Threshing Valley on

their own. Though squad loyalty can be comforting at this stage of
education, statistics show that dragons prefer the courage ofthose

witling to walk alone. They have substantiated this repeatedly by

reducing most cadet groupings to ashes. It's unfortunate that those

who do not survive cannot recount their experiencer leaving us with

only the abitity to ponder the reasons behind their demise.

Prepare yourselfto lose some ofyour favorite students or-better

yet-don't get too attached. What we know about dragorrkind and why

they choose their riders is vastly overpowered by the magnitude of
what we don't know. Those we're sure will emerge from the valley as

bonded riders often perish among the trees-whether by dragon fire

or cadet grievance-or are retrieved at nightfall and set back to rePeat

in hopes they will be selected the following year.

At a[ times, remember that while thousands of scribes record

our history, \rye are the only riders charged with documenting what

Iittle we learn about dragonkind. Should you find yourself in the

awkward position of taking sides between a cadet and a dragon, it is

imperative you prove your loyalty to the Empyrean or we will lose

the privilege of observing it. It is on our words, our knowledge, our

observations that the next generation of dragon riders will fly or

expire.

In my retirement years, I have thought back fondly on my own

Threshing. As my memory has become less reliable in the last decade, I
find myselfwishing I had ignored the customary secrecy that shrouds

the event and recorded

my mind. How can .*'e 
-<

don't record successful

advice, it would be to q
willing to tell it.

Threshing is the mo,

I implore you to prepa:E

always remember that o-:

opinions of the dragon.
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TL{KHSi{INS DAY

protecting him from a dragon.

Unlike Ennis.I grew up close enough to Aimsir-Mom's dragon-

to know that if a dragon wants to kill you, you're already dead. They

couldn't care less about any weapon smaller than a crossbolt, and

raising a sword willjust piss them off.

"I'm sure." I give him a curt nod and a quick half smile to assuage

the fear shining in his eyes. We spent a night together a few weeks

ago. but I can't let anything I feel for him sway me from my years of

preparation for this moment. Especially when he's making a stupid

choice. "See you on the flight field, Ennis."

"See you on the flight fleld, Sorrengail," he replies, a barely noticeable

tremble to his mouth. He turns back to a handful of my squadmates,

and the group takes off together into the forest of enormous trees.

Gods. they're foolish.

I watch as they disappear, and my heart clenches. It's likely the

last time I'11 see some-if not all-of them. They're making a mistake,

choosing the perceived safety of numbers and ignoring Professor

Kaori's advice to conquer this challenge on our own, but nothing I've

said in the past few days has swayed them. Tiying to convince them

now would only be an exercise in futility, and today is not the day to

expend needless energy or waste time.

The only decisions I can impact are my own. I need to flnd the

highest, most central tree in the valley, then keep watch as dragons

move below until I feel the one who's meant for me. It's a simple and,

hopefully, effective plan.I should be landing on the flight field in the

next hour.

A shape moves in my peripheral vision, and my stomach dips as I
pivot toward the threat, my head whipping to the right as a figure in

the cream uniform of the scribes steps out from behind a wide tree

trunk a dozen feet ag e,,
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threads of the major r..-..
walks my way. openin-- .

"Dad?"There's har= .,

he pulls me inro a hu: :
breathing in the soothrn:
and something riehr, -=.
rigid spine of our lamr ,,

here?"

"Here as in Bassi:t:
my mother has alu a\ s s,'.

hue to our hair. thouqh .--

is given to curl. and r,je:.-
I look like him. u'hich : _

the valley?"

"Both." Verv feq s,-:

Quadrant, btJt none a:=

thought you were on :!!
gone since May. which -.,--

academics more dedi.-i:- _

events. He's knor.l [r tr- J.: _

then to write, but he olr'.,
"I returned in Aus-:

Conscription Dav. bur : .:
Threshing without se. r r. :

My gaze darts to rh; -

when I can't spot an\ ,'.- -

llll[tll]llitrr



eql lnq'ereq er,no,( pelerleJ ru(L,'sJeprJ reqlo ,(uu lods 1,uec I uaql\
Jersee eplll e eqleeJq 1 pue'sn punoJe lseJoJ eql ol sgup azefl [7rq

,,'no^( Surees lnoqlrt\ Eurqserql
olul {lear nor( 3ur11e1seal 1 fem ou sea\ eJeql lnq l(eq uorlducsuoC
pessllu 1 ,{rros Iu.L, 'slru{ l\oJq srH ,,'1Sn8ny ur peuJnleJ L,

'u4q qly( lcuq sgrE lseq eqt sEurrq s,(eirrp eq lnq'e1uA\ ol uaql

'qcreeser ol lsJU'erurl e 1B sqluou ro; rueddestp ol ul\ou>I s.eH.sluele

lueJJno Eurprocer ueql ssfpu? IecrJolsq o] pe]BJrpep eJoru scrruepec?

eqrJcs erll Jo euo s.eq leql uer\r8 uoruruocun 1,usr qcrqm,,(etr41 acurs euoS

ueeq s(eH..'pegrsselc eJeqa\eruos lueuu8rsse uo eJeA\ nort lqEnoql
1,, 'Surqse:q1 sseulra\ ol uorssrruJed uelr8 era auou lnq ,]uBJpEnO

sJepQI eql Jelue ol pezrJorllns eJB seqrJcs ,ne; ,ften ,,.rtrJof[,,

,,;[e1err eql
ur sB eJeq JO,,'lsBel eql q eru Jeqloq l.useop qclq&\,ruII eill >lool I
eJou eql'1eE 1rep1o eql'sasou lqErerls flpc4uepr pue'1rnc o1 uenrE sr

. euuu pue s{EeJls ur JeAIrs Sururnl [1,no1s sr srq q8noqtr'JIEq Jno ol enq

qsrppeJ eruBs eqt e^eq osle ed['eJBqs ea\ uJoa\s s,{ualp seq reqlou z(ru

urr8 eprm e qlIA{ eru EurgrS'>1cuq slnd e11,,6q1et3s?g ur se eJeH,,

(.aeJerl

Surop no,( eru 1eq1y\,,'ueeq eql $ peq lnq',(puluy Jno Jo eurds ptErr

eql eq feu uop,g'etu serpeels'eru urqlrm deep slq8rr Eurqleuros pue

'ruro;run srq o1 sEuqc leql lueuqcred;o luacs Eurqloos eq1 ur Eurqleerq

'u4q ol uo dser8 I'{ceq fru Eurdunel pueq srq,Enq e o1ur eu s11nd eq

eJoJeq puflor8 eql JJo dn meI dur >1cld o1 eurrl ,(1ereq s.eJerll (.apEC[,,

'sruJe srq Suruedo',(em du s{lBA\

eq se crunt srq Jo replnoqs eql oluo pegclrls {uBJ ro[eur eqt Jo speerql
ploE eq1 Eurqclec lqElpns pelddep eql'plorddz Jo pou e qlll*r sdes puq

,,'ua\o rnoz( uo sql elpuuq o] ecroqc poog'sp1y\oJc eqluol suoEerq,,

,(eme 1ee; uezop e {unJl

eeJl epra\ B pulqaq Iuory 1

ur ern8g u su lq8u eqr or i

1 se sdrp qoeruols du pue'

eql ul pleu tqE1g eql uo 3r

'pue eldurs B s(ll'artr JoJ 1r

suo8erp sB r{clem. deal u:

aql puu o1peau 1'u.rao -l

o1 ,(ep eq] lou sr r(upol pu

Iueql ecurauoc o1 Eur{r1'

err,1 Eutqlou 1nq'u,to mo

JosseJoJd Surrou8r Pue s

'e>1e1srru e 3ur1eu er",(aq1

eqf ,{1o)IIJ s.U'seqJuelJ U

'seeJl snoulloue Jo lsaJ

'seleurpenbs r(w ;o F;PITB

elquecrlou,(1ereq e seqdar

prdnls u Eurleu s.eq uaq

;o sreef,{tu ruo.g au ie-i
s{ee/( &\eJ B req}a8ol rE

e8ensse ol e1trus JIEq IJIn

pue 'lloqssoJJ e rruql Jal

,(eq1'peep,(peerp ar-nor

-uo8urp s(ruoI l-nfl[ry

souHVl. vSSaaEu



10 THRESHING DAY

rules are pretty merciless if you get caught- "

"If I obeyed the rules, my rank would be higher. Don't worry

about me.I'11 take my chances with the new commander of the Riders

Quadrant." His grin deepens. "That newly pinned colonel has a soft

spot fot me."

I snort. "'Soft' isn't a word I'd ever apply to Mom. At least not to

her face." My expression falls, a freedom I haven't given myself since

crossing the parapet in July, but I don't have to be on guard with my

father. "She only blunts her edges for two people on the Continent, and

if I fail today, that number falls to one."

"You're her favorite, but she's her own kind of soft when it comes

to your sisters, whether or not the three of you realize it." Dad clasps

my shoulder, his hazel eyes softening.'And you won't fail."

"I don't want to let her down," I admit in a whisper. "Either of you."

There hasn't been a moment in my life where I haven't been acutely

aware of my father's accomplishments or the respect my mother

commands from every rider I've ever encountered. I don't mind the

weight of their legacies, but I don't want to be deflned by them, either,

which is really fucking hard given that I chose to wear rider black.'Are

you angry I didn't enter the Healer Quadrant after you spent so much

time teaching me about herbs?"

Mom focused on teaching me tactics, as though she always knew

I'd cross the parapet.

"Never. Listen to me." Dad leans in. "You could never disappoint

me, Brennan." He shakes his head, his eyes searching mine. "Your
integrity, compassion, and wit make you a man of exceptional character,

the kind any parent would be proud of. Your mother will be thrilled to

see you land on the flight fleld no matter what dragon is wise enough

to claim you. Her only expectation is that you live, and I think you'Il

find that has far more i.,
commander. Our hearts .

I nod, swallowins ti:.
my throat. "How are \lrr

Mom doesn't give n-i;

means I've been cut r'r--

family just like the orher
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imminent danger. People :
the same fate.

"Violet's flne. Nothin:
jarring me from mv thou:-

"Good."Thank the s. *
with the signet for putrir:; '

a blessing to my sisrer. \\ 
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